Patient withdrawal from medical treatment: a pilot study at the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital. Part 1.
An overall incidence of patient withdrawal from medical treatment at the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital (K.A.T.H.) is established. A simple description of the procedure of withdrawal from treatment by patients at the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital is made. Highlights of the rather curious procedure whereby patients may be discharged upon their relatives presenting letters claiming full responsibility for the patient's withdrawal from medical treatment, irrespective of whether or not the patient would benefit from treatment, is presented. The clinical ethical implications of that procedure are discussed. Further large scale work needs to be done to investigate the factors that influence decisions to withdraw and the disease models that attract more withdrawals.